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tivity, conceiving it impossible to break their chains.
Sometimes, probably, it dven happens that they are
driven to seek for refuge from their disquietude in
the suggestions of infidelity; and to quiet their
troublesome consciences by arguments which they
themselves scarcely believe, at the very moment in
which they suffer themselves to be lulled asleep by
them. In the meantime, while this conflict has been
going on, their walk is sad and comfortless, and their
couch is nightly watered with tears. These men are
pursuing the right object, but they mistake the way
in which it is to be obtained. The path in which
they are now treading is not that which the Gospel
has provided for conducting them to true holiness, nor
will they find in it any solid peace.
Persons under these circumstances naturally seek
for religious instruction. They turn over the works
of our modern religionists, and as well as Advice of
Jiey can, collect the advice addressed to **odarnre-
men in their situation; the substance of ^^c»m
which is, at best, of this sort: " Be sorry desirous of
indeed for your sins, and discontinue repenting.
the practice of them; but do not make yourselves
so uneasy. Christ died for the sins of the whole
world. Do your utmost; discharge with fidelity
the duties of your stations, not neglecting your
religious offices ; and fear not but that, in the
end, all will go well; and that having thus per-
formed the conditions required on your part,
you will at last obtain forgiveness of our merciful
Creator through the merits of Jesus Christ, and
be aided, where your own strength shall be in-
sufficient, by the assistance of his Holy Spirit.
Meanwhile you cannot do better than read care-
fully such books of practical divinity, as will in-
struct you in the principles of a Christian life.

